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Dear Parents
The Season of Advent
In churches across the Diocese we celebrate the first Sunday of Advent this weekend. In school Advent will
be marked by prayer and liturgy, in assemblies, in display around the school and in activities to raise money
for good causes. Advent activities will be led by Mrs Holder, Chaplaincy Coordinator, supported throughout
the school community. Pupils will have opportunities to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation next Friday,
8 December, when a team of visiting priests, led by our priest chaplain, Fr Josh Hilton, will be in school.
Although we have been bombarded for many weeks by the premature announcements of Christmas, the
emphasis at Cardinal Heenan will be on the season of Advent. Inevitably, as in any school, we must be
realistic and accept that aspects of Christmas are anticipated before the term finishes on 20 December. Our
Service in the School Hall on Monday 18 December at 7.00pm is such an example. We hope parents will join
us on that evening. Our Advent programme, including the weekly lunchtime Mass, will give us all
opportunities to prepare properly for the Feast of the Nativity on 25 December and to understand its true
significance. Our pupils are also being encouraged to take part in services and Masses in their parishes to
mark the seasons of Advent and Christmas over the coming weeks.
Advent Service of Readings and Carols: Monday 18 December
In the final week of term parents, pupils, staff and friends of the school are invited to our Advent Liturgy of
reading and carols, followed by a Christmas-themed musical celebration. It will be held in the School Hall at
7.00pm on Monday 18 December; we look forward to seeing you and your families there. Following the
seasonal readings and carol singing, warm mince-pies, soft drinks and mulled wine will be served during the
celebration. All proceeds raised will be donated to St Gemma’s Hospice. Please make it a date for your
calendar and join us.
Year 11 Mock Examinations
The overwhelming majority of our Year 11 students are working hard in preparation for their GCSE mock
examinations which begin on Monday 4 December and run until Friday 15 December. Year 11 students have
been reminded of the need to plan their time effectively in order to complete a programme of revision
activities. The support and understanding of parents and carers during this time is important in what can be
a stressful time for students. Statements of proposed public examination entries will be sent home in
January. Full reports will follow on Thursday 1 February.
Reading for Pleasure
Inspiring a love of reading in our pupils has always been an important aim of the school. All pupils in Years 7,
8 and 9 are expected to read at least two core texts and two books of their own choosing during this school
year: we hope to see pupils reading many more books. Pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9 will be given a Reading
Passport by their English teachers next week. This document lists core texts that your child will be expected
to have read by the end of the school year in July 2018. Each core text presents something new and
interesting and will capture the imagination. At times pupils may find elements of the text challenging: this
will help them improve their reading ability. Core texts are differentiated and suitable for each child’s
reading ability. We believe that the level of challenge within these texts will enhance reading, literacy,
writing, imagination and critical thinking skills.
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All core texts and very many other suitable books may be borrowed from our school library. We suggest that
local public libraries are used too. Parents may, of course, wish to buy copies of the recommended texts.
They are widely available.
Pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9 will have a designated Reading for Pleasure lesson in the school library, once a
fortnight, as part of the English curriculum. During this lesson pupils will read a chosen book and will be set
challenges and tasks in order to engage with characters, themes and structure and to think critically about
author’s craft. As your child completes a book, there is a place in the reading passport for you to sign and
date, as proof that the recommended reading is taking place.
In addition to dedicated time in English lessons, pupils in all year groups will be reading during registration
time every Wednesday and Thursday. It is expected that all pupils at Cardinal Heenan will have the selected
Reading for Pleasure book with them at all times during the school day. As part of promoting a love of
reading across the school, pupils will occasionally be asked to read in other subjects.
All pupils and staff will take part in dedicated Drop Everything and Read (DEAR) time on Friday 15 December
from 9.05am to 9.35am. Please remind your child to bring a book into school on the day.
All pupils working in school are engaged in a new curriculum which demands high levels of reading skills.
Success at GCSE depends upon the ability to read, evaluate and analyse texts effectively. By encouraging
your child to read, you will be enabling him or her to access a range of complex texts and supporting progress
across the curriculum. I know that we can rely on the support of parents in promoting the love of reading.
Guest Speakers
Guest speakers addressed assemblies for pupils in Years 10 and 11 on Thursday
30 November, as part of the school’s ongoing drive to promote wellbeing.
Sergeant Emmanuel Ottih, MBE, one of the co-Founders of the Defence
Stammering Network (DSN) and a
passionate campaigner for stammering
awareness, described how he overcame
many personal obstacles to get to where he
is today. His work includes leading teams in
difficult situations and addressing large
groups of people frequently. Our pupils
were spellbound! Arrangements are in hand
for Years 7, 8 and 9 to hear him.
Liz Greenwood of Catholic Care told pupils
about the support which the organisation
offers to those who are young carers. A
young carer is someone aged under 18 who
looks after a parent, grandparent or sibling
who may have a disability, serious illness, a
mental health issue or be dealing with an
alcohol, drug or substance problem. Both speakers were warmly received.
School Council
Congratulations to the newly elected members of our School Council. The body allows pupils to have a real
say in issues that affect them and to know that their opinions count. Pupils can voice their opinions and have
their views taken into account in decisions which impact upon them. The names of elected members are
listed below.
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School Council - Year 7: Mason Vila, Niamh Birks; Year 8: Alex Franz, Bronte McCann; Year 9: Folefac
Efuetajong, George Rowley.
Executive School Council - Year 10: Dion Dube, Dominic Laverty, Jessica Hamilton, Jack Burke; Year 11:
Christian Tchokogoue, Molly Innes, Molly McWilliams, Lidya Berha.
Kate McDermott, Head Girl, Joseph Grindrod, Head Boy, and their deputies Ruby Joseph and Benjamin Boam
are automatically part of the executive team.
Congratulations to the elected members, to all those who stood for election and to the large numbers of
pupils who voted.
New Date for Year 8 Options Evening: Thursday 1 March 2018
Year 8 parents, please note that the Year 8 Options Evening will take place on Thursday 1 March 2018 at
7.00pm. This is a change from the January date published in the School Calendar.
Sacrament of Confirmation
Parents of pupils in Years 7 and 8 who live in the parish of Our Lady of Kirkstall, please note that next date for
Confirmation in the parish is Friday May 18 at St Mary's Church, Horsforth. There will be an information
meeting for candidates and their parents on Sunday 10 December at 5.00pm in the School Hall at St. Mary’s
Horsforth Catholic Voluntary Academy. Application forms may be collected from all three churches in the
parish or downloaded from www.ourladyofkirkstall.org.uk. Please return completed forms to either Fr Pat
Smythe or Fr Emmanuel. Alternatively, bring them along to the information meeting on 10 December.
Candidates must be in Years 7 or 8 (or older).
Yours sincerely

P Whelan
Headteacher

